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1. Vowels rather than consonants and consonant clusters represent the most 
problematic area of pronunciation for Sudanese-Arabic learners of English. (This 
dissertation) 
2. Acoustically, vowels, singleton and cluster consonants produced by Sudanese 
EFL learners show systematic differences compared with those of native English 
speakers. These differences are primarily manifest in the resonance frequencies 
of the vowels, the Voice Onset Time (VOT) of plosive consonants and the 
Centre of Gravity (COG) of fricatives. (This dissertation)  
3. Many of the pronunciation errors by Sudanese-Arabic learners of English can be 
characterized as resulting from partial learning of L2 speech sounds. (This 
dissertation) 
4. Perceptual confusions of English speech sounds by Sudanese-Arabic learners are 
primarily due to the involvement of the perceptual strategies of their native 
language. (This dissertation) 
5. Non-native speakers descending from the same language background are more 
intelligible to each other in English than those who descend from different 
languages.   
6. Deviant phonology compromises the intelligibility of a non-native speaker more 
than deviant morphology and syntax.  
7. In teaching the pronunciation of a foreign language, sound contrasts should be 
taught with higher priority as they differentiate between large numbers of 
minimal pairs (functional load principle).  
8. Predicting pronunciation problems in L2 acquisition requires expert knowledge 
of the learners’ L1.   
9. A correct perceptual representation of the L2 speech sounds is a necessary 
prerequisite for the successful realization of L2 speech.  
10. Inferential statistics are indispensible in experimental language research.  
